THE EDINBURGH QUESTIDNNAIRES
SECTION 4

NUMBER 4 UNDERSTANDINGS OF DEMDCRACY

12/01/88

Bany geople have arqued that, in sodern society, there is a need to 7ind ways for wore people e partic
the sanagesent of the warkplace and for new Torws of demacracy in geveral, Unfortunately, peeple und

sord ‘dewocracy’ in different mayz, He would therefore like o find out mhat you think it involves,

In inday’ﬁ orld, what an oerganisation «can do s very such Infiuenced by what happens around

therefore very important to cansider erganisations In this wider comtext. Yet agaiw, Inforsaties
05

pakes It possible to extend dewmocracy into peoples’ homes, For example, the new technolugy enables
Editﬁniiite n'%h each cther using = Interlinked compaters and through television programdes linked to
svster, In thic way peeple can answer guestions and vote on issues from their cwn homes.

Fart A

HOl IMPORTANT DG YOU THINK EACH OF THE DEVELOPMENTS LISTED BELOW WOBLD BE?
Very
Important
i king it easier to influence GeL1=10n5 taken by politicians between elections. { i 3
1. More freguent public referenda on topics of ieportance. { Z 3
3. Hore public d,sLu551cn through TV, newspapers and study groups
issues of national importance i 2 3
4. The esfablisheent of aore organizations to identify and publicise issues _
f naticnal importance which have previously been overlouked. { 2 3
3 constitutional requiresent that any law should be acceptable to all
dxq_xrxcunt ainorities, ! Z 3
5. Means of ensuring that politicians and public servants are held
cponsible for the social consequences of their decisions. t 2 3
7. Hare cpportunities to influence decisions taken by civil servanis. { Z 3
8. More cpportunities to influence the way local gavernsent officials
interpret regulations and what they decide to do in particular cases. ! 2 3
7. An obligation on civil servants, local governsent officials, teachers and
doctors to satisfy as many as possihle of the particular needs of their clients. . { - 3
lﬂ. hecking that public servants show initiative, invent new ways of acting
n the public interest, and use the qoodsill and competence of others, { z 3
11, HWays of saking sure that public servants take other peOple s views into account. ! Z 3
iZ. h requiresent that politicians and public servants justify all isportant decisicns. { 2 3
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NumDer 4 . i
Part B
Sope peaple think that H.P.s should spend their time In divferent says,
HOB IHPORTANT DO ¥OU THINK IT IS FOR M.P.s 70. . . 7

Circle the number of your choice.

Yery
yery Important
[sportant not to
do this do this
1. cpend gore af their time trying to find ways of influencing social,
econogic and political forces on an international level. i Z 3 4 3
2. spend more tiae exaaining the links between different areas of policy
such as the connections between agricultural practices and health. 1 2 3 4 3
3. @ake it easier for the press and the public to monitor the workings of the public service. | 2 3 ] 3
4, establish more research and development umits to find better ways of
adsinistering society. v 1 2 3 i 3
5. find alternative ways of making sure that the bureaucracy gives citizens their rights -
o that politiciars do not need to devote so such time te this. i 2 3 ] N
6. appoint more people to make sure that the public service behaves reasonably. i 2 3 4 S
7. spend more tize looking at and trying to improve,
sconeaic arrangesents with other countries { Z 3 § 3

Fart C

HOW THPGRTANT DO YOU THINK IT 15 TO INTRODUCE LEGISLATION WHICH WOULD REQUIRE EMPLOYERS T0 RELEASE PEOPLE FROM THEIR
J0BS - WITH THE STATE PAYING THEIR SALARIES - 50 THAT THEY CAN. . . 7

Tagortant Unisportant
t. Sit on local councils. ' 1 2 3 4 5
Z. Sit on fhe cossittees of regulatory bodies. : 1 2 3 ] 3
3. S5it on the boards and coamittess of private companies, i 2 3 4 3
4, Join groups which monitor the work of both individual public servants
and their Departments. i 2 3 ] 3
5. Initiate research and developsent projects which they can see a need for,
and ensure that these are carried out froa their own point of view. i 2 3 4 3
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&, Farticipate in research designed to find better ways of rumning society. t




Fart O
Feople define citizenship in differeat ways,
HOW IHFURTANT IS IT 7O .

Very important
Isportant

Corpletely irrelevant
Iapartant not to

Very iaportant not to

[} S TR I S I

1. vate in elections.

Z. Stand up for the Maticnal Antheas.

3. Contact peliticians about injustices.

4, Contact politicians to get things done better,

3. Try to influence gublic servants.

t. it on local governsent councils or other qoverning bodies.
i« Jdoin pressure groups.

. Join citizens' action caspaigns.

. Honitor the wark a{rindividua} civil servants,

il Moniter the work of local government officials.

1. Honitor the work of such pecple as tnacners doctors and nurses.
12. Join a trade usion.

i3. Fublish his/her views in the press.

{4, Henitor the workings of lotal governsent departmerts and Huangos, and try
t6 stigulate public debate about thea.

3. Try to get politicians to focus on issues which will not make palitical capital.




Kuaber 4 4
Part £
HOW RFFROFRIATE DO YOU THINK IT IS FOR THE FOLLOWING ORGANISATIONS TO BE OPEN TO SURVEILLANCE BY GRCUPS WHICH WOULD
IKCLUDE SOHE HEMBERS OF THE FUBLIC?
Insert the number of your choice in column 4,
#pprogriate {
Neither 2
Inappropriate 3
A B L
Public service departaents which deal with tax, legislation, health and education. e e
Private pension fupds. e e e
The police. m——— mmem e
Schoals, m——m e e
Hospitals, m—— mmmm e
fedium and large private companies. e——— e e

COLUMK B
40K APPROFRIATE DO YDU THINK IT IS FOR THESE ORGAXISATIONS TO BE ENTIRELY GOVERNED BY PUBLICLY ELECTED BODIES?
fow go back awd imsert the number af your choice in column .

CoLUMN C
HOW APFROPRIATE IS IT FOR THE CIVIL SERVICE TO NOMINATE THE GOVERNING BODIES OF THESE CRGANISATIONS?
How go back and insert the nusber of your chaice in column .
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TANT GG YOU THINK EACH OF THE FOLLOWING ARE TO THE FUTURE OF THE COUNTRY?

the public does.
the governaent ‘does.
local government officials da.

big businesssen do.

t politicians do.

sgall businescaen deo.
trade upion officials do.

the public does to sonitor shat politicians da.

iic servanis da.
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Part F

the manzgers of penasion and ipsurance companies do.

trans-national corporations do.
nurzes do.

doctaors do.

sachine operatives do.
gardeners de.

research workers do.

spidiers dao.
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Part G

RALL, HOW OFTER DO THESE SITUATIONS OCCUR IN INDUSTRY?

=
i

Circle the nuaber of your choice.

{. Cospany directors have too such influence on what should be done.

. Those who work in crganisations should at present have too such influerce
on what should be dane.

I, Trade Unions do whatever seess appropriate to prosote the short ters
interests of their aesbers.

4, Trade Unions recognise the large area of overlap with eaployers’ interests
and that of their sezsbers.

Trade Unions recognise that there is a large overlap of interest between
the public and private secteors.

&, Trade Unions fry to get the organization to function as effectively as
151 : 2 tha long term best interests of their sembers.

In most In very
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